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	Letter: Dear Reader,

Please accept this recommendation for Hannah Stone. Hannah contacted me several months ago to write for her, and I enthusiastically accepted. However, I am late to submit her recommendation and hope you receive it in time for your full consideration during the Atlanta job fair.

I had the pleasure to work with Hannah in two graduate courses in the English Education M.A.T. program at Kennesaw State University. The two courses were English 7701: Topics in Literature and English 7750: English Studies in School. Within and across both graduate courses, Hannah demonstrated intellectual curiosity for learning new approaches to the teaching of English and determination in applying new understandings to new situations within the context of the courses. I am confident that these characteristics that make Hannah a successful graduate student will serve her well in the classroom as she strives to make appropriate instructional decisions to meet her students' needs and stays the course to overcome obstacles that hinder her students' learning.

In English 7701, Hannah led a group of graduate students who created a text set instructional unit on oppressive governments from a social justice perspective. Hannah was instrumental in organizing the group and pulling together resources that the group created and found from other teachers. Hannah's contributions to the instructional unit demonstrate that she is well on her way toward not only planning engaging and relevant instruction but also well-positioned to collaborate with colleagues on curriculum design. Hannah represents what we hope for all of our pre-service teachers in our teacher education programs: she not only possesses the requisite pedagogical content knowledge, but she also is eager to make instructional decisions in coordination and cooperation with her colleagues.

In English 7750, Hannah worked with her fellow graduate students to consider how as teachers we can both meet the demands of the Common Core Standards and engage students in literacy practices that have meaning beyond "doing school." Hannah understands that a both/and approach to teaching English is necessary for helping students both navigate high-stakes assessments and provide experiences with composing and comprehending that are relevant to their present and future lives. Hannah's case study work in the class demonstrate that she approaches instructional and institutional problems with both a pragmatic and principled response.

I also came to know Hannah outside of class as a member of the M.A.T. cohort. She and a core group of grad students were instrumental in establishing community across differences. I am convinced that Hannah will be an asset to any school district in which she finds employment. I recommend Hannah Stone for a position teaching English language arts without reservation. I trust that Hannah's future students and colleagues will only benefit from working with her.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Regards,
Ryan Rish, Ph.D.



